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A special message
Since world leaders adopted the 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) in 2000, the proportion of 
people living in extreme poverty has 
been halved, more than 2.1 billion 
people gained access to improved 
sources of drinking water, and we  
have made remarkable advances in 
the fight against HIV/AIDs, malaria, 
and tuberculosis. 

Despite such extraordinary 
improvements, progress remains very 
uneven, and too many vulnerable 
women and children have yet to  
share in the gains. Diseases that  
can be cured or prevented are still 
taking lives: diarrhea, pneumonia, 
malaria, HIV/AIDS, and tuberculosis. 
Pregnancy and childbirth, which 
should be sources of joy, remain all  
too threatening.  

As we look to accelerate our progress 
on the health MDGs, the need for 

innovation has never 
been more paramount. 
Harnessing cost-
effective and lifesaving 

technologies can have 
a vast impact 

on the health 
of women 
and children, 

help us reach those in countries or 
situations of greatest need, and tackle 
key areas of the Global Strategy for 
Women’s and Children’s Health.

Through the Every Woman Every 
Child movement, policymakers, 
donors, multilateral organizations, 
the private sector, civil society, and 
health care professionals are coming 
together to step up efforts to save 
lives and forge solutions that not only 
increase access to medicines and 
medical products but also promote 
sustainability. 

This publication outlines ten 
innovations that will have an 
immediate impact on the leading 
killers of women and children. From 
new medicines that prevent deadly 
infections in newborns, to new uses of 
supply chains to deliver medicines to 
the most remote areas, these are game-
changing practices and advances.

Identifying these technologies, 
however, is not enough on its own to 
save lives. We also need political will 
and financial commitment. More 
than a decade of progress tells me that 
further dramatic improvements are 
within reach, and I look forward to 
continuing to work with all partners 
to finish the job and build the future 
we want.  

Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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The odds of survival for women and children in many developing countries 

are better than ever. Targeted global efforts to achieve MDGs 4 and 5 

have driven steep declines in maternal and child mortality, allowing more 

parents to celebrate their children’s birthdays each year. Achieving those 

goals is within our reach—but getting there by 2015 means stepping up 

our efforts to tackle the top killers of women and children worldwide.

This publication highlights ten breakthrough health innovations, from 

products to systems approaches, ready to be used in developing countries 

to help reach the MDGs. Paired with existing tools and others still in 

development, these low-cost innovations have the potential to save 

millions of lives by addressing the greatest health threats to women and 

children in developing countries. But this potential cannot be realized 

without the global health community banding together to provide access. 

The good news is we can bring together the partnerships, resources,  

and political will needed to protect the most vulnerable.
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