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a As per WHO case definitions. 
b The disease list shall be used only for the purposes of these Regulations. 

 

ANNEX A 
DECISION INSTRUMENT FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS THAT 
MAY CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN 
 

 

 

 

OR OR 

Events detected by national surveillance system  

An event involving the following 
diseases shall always lead to 
utilization of the algorithm, 
because they have demonstrated 
the ability to cause serious 
public health impact and to 
spread rapidly internationallyb: 
- Cholera 
- Pneumonic plague 
- Yellow fever 
- Viral haemorrhagic fevers 

(Ebola, Lassa, Marburg) 
- West Nile fever 
- Other diseases that are of 

special national or regional 
concern, e.g. dengue fever, 
Rift Valley fever, and 
meningococcal disease. 

Any event of potential 
international public 
health concern, 
including those of 
unknown causes or 
sources and those 
involving other events 
or diseases than those 
listed in the box on the 
left and the box on the 
right shall lead to 
utilization of the 
algorithm. 

A case of the following 
diseases is unusual or 
unexpected and may 
have serious public 
health impact, and thus 
shall be notifieda, b: 
- Smallpox 
- Poliomyelitis due to 

wild-type 
poliovirus 

- Human influenza 
caused by a new 
subtype 

- Severe acute 
respiratory 
syndrome (SARS). 

EVENT SHALL BE NOTIFIED TO WHO UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
REGULATIONS 

Yes  No 

Not notified at this 
stage. Reassess when 
more information 
becomes available. 

No 

Is there a significant risk of inter-
national travel or trade restrictions? 

No 

 Yes  

Yes  

 

Is the public health impact 
of the event serious? 

Yes  

Yes  

Is the event unusual or unexpected? 

Is there a significant risk of 
international spread? 

Is there a significant risk of 
international spread? 

No Yes  

No 

 

No 

Is the event unusual or 
unexpected? 
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EXAMPLES FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE DECISION INSTRUMENT FOR 
THE ASSESSMENT AND NOTIFICATION OF EVENTS THAT MAY CONSTITUTE 

A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN  

The examples appearing in this Annex are not binding and are for indicative guidance 
purposes to assist in the interpretation of the decision instrument criteria. 

DOES THE EVENT MEET AT LEAST TWO OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA? 
I.  Is the public health impact of the event serious? 

1. Is the number of cases and/or number of deaths for this type of event large for the 
 given place, time or population? 

2. Has the event the potential to have a high public health impact? 
THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO HIGH PUBLIC 
HEALTH IMPACT: 

 Event caused by a pathogen with high potential to cause epidemic (infectiousness of the 
agent, high case fatality, multiple transmission routes or healthy carrier). 

 Indication of treatment failure (new or emerging antibiotic resistance, vaccine failure, 
antidote resistance or failure). 

 Event represents a significant public health risk even if no or very few human cases have 
yet been identified. 

 Cases reported among health staff. 
 The population at risk is especially vulnerable (refugees, low level of immunization, 

children, elderly, low immunity, undernourished, etc.). 
 Concomitant factors that may hinder or delay the public health response (natural 

catastrophes, armed conflicts, unfavourable weather conditions, multiple foci in the State 
Party). 

 Event in an area with high population density. 
  Spread of toxic, infectious or otherwise hazardous materials that may be occurring 

naturally or otherwise that has contaminated or has the potential to contaminate a 
population and/or a large geographical area. 

3. Is external assistance needed to detect, investigate, respond and control the current 
event, or prevent new cases? 

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF WHEN ASSISTANCE MAY BE REQUIRED: 
 Inadequate human, financial, material or technical resources – in particular:  

– Insufficient laboratory or epidemiological capacity to investigate the event 
(equipment, personnel, financial resources)  

– Insufficient antidotes, drugs and/or vaccine and/or protective equipment, 
decontamination equipment, or supportive equipment to cover estimated needs 

– Existing surveillance system is inadequate to detect new cases in a timely manner. 
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IS THE PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACT OF THE EVENT SERIOUS? 
Answer “yes” if you have answered “yes” to questions 1, 2 or 3 above. 
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 II.  Is the event unusual or unexpected? 
4. Is the event unusual?  
THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF UNUSUAL EVENTS: 

 The event is caused by an unknown agent or the source, vehicle, route of transmission is 
unusual or unknown. 

 Evolution of cases more severe than expected (including morbidity or case-fatality) or 
with unusual symptoms. 

 Occurrence of the event itself unusual for the area, season or population. 
5. Is the event unexpected from a public health perspective? 
THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF UNEXPECTED EVENTS: 

 Event caused by a disease/agent that had already been eliminated or eradicated from the 
State Party or not previously reported. 
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IS THE EVENT UNUSUAL OR UNEXPECTED?  
Answer “yes” if you have answered “yes” to questions 4 or 5 above. 

 

 III.  Is there a significant risk of international spread? 

6. Is there evidence of an epidemiological link to similar events in other States?  

7. Is there any factor that should alert us to the potential for cross border movement of the 
agent, vehicle or host?  

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY PREDISPOSE TO 
INTERNATIONAL SPREAD: 

 Where there is evidence of local spread, an index case (or other linked cases) with a 
history within the previous month of: 

– international travel (or time equivalent to the incubation period if the pathogen is 
known)  

– participation in an international gathering (pilgrimage, sports event, conference, 
etc.) 

– close contact with an international traveller or a highly mobile population. 

 Event caused by an environmental contamination that has the potential to spread across 
international borders. 

 Event in an area of intense international traffic with limited capacity for sanitary control 
or environmental detection or decontamination. Is
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IS THERE A SIGNIFICANT RISK OF INTERNATIONAL SPREAD?  
Answer “yes” if you have answered “yes” to questions 6 or 7 above. 
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 IV.  Is there a significant risk of international travel or trade restrictions? 

8. Have similar events in the past resulted in international restriction on trade and/or 
travel? 

9. Is the source suspected or known to be a food product, water or any other goods that 
might be contaminated that has been exported/imported to/from other States?  

10. Has the event occurred in association with an international gathering or in an area of 
intense international tourism?  

11. Has the event caused requests for more information by foreign officials or international 
media?  

R
is

k 
of

 in
te

rn
at

io
na

l r
es

tr
ic

tio
ns

 ?
 

IS THERE A SIGNIFICANT RISK OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE OR TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS?  

Answer “yes” if you have answered “yes” to questions 8, 9, 10 or 11 above. 

States Parties that answer “yes” to the question whether the event meets any two of the four 
criteria (I-IV) above, shall notify WHO under Article 6 of the International Health Regulations. 

 



 

 

Annex B. Codes for Administrative Levels in 
Georgia 

Instruction for Epidemiological Number  

Each CPH that carries out epidemiological investigation of cases and completes investigation forms 
for rubella, measles, and AFP/polio should give a different code to each case (see specific graph in the 
forms “epidnumber”). 

Rules for defining an epidemiological number: 

First three letters indicate state code – GEO (already indicated in the cards);  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following three numbers represent the region (from 4th including 6th sign); 

Following three numbers represent the rayon (from 7th including 9th); 

10th and 11th numbers mean year; 

11th, 12th and 13th numbers represent number in given calendar year, in the rayon;  

Starting from 14th the signs should be given to AFP/polio contacts if samples are collected 
(indicated in the form attached to samples for testing) and the 14th sign should be letter  “C” 
(Contact);  

The 15th sign (presented in increasing numbers: e.g., 1 for the first, 2 for second, etc.) should be 
given to AFP/polio contacts if samples are collected.  

For example: 

If measles case number 8 was registered in 2005 in Sachkhere rayon, the epidnumber of this case 
would be as follows: GE0 (Georgia) 004 (Imereti region) 006 (Sachkhere rayon) 05 (year) 008 (case); 
accordingly, the epidnumber of this case would be GE0 00400605008. 

If the first AFP/polio case was registered in Batumi in 2006, the number of this case would be GE0 
(Georgia) 002 (Adjara region) 001 (Batumi) 06 (year) 001 (case); accordingly, the epidnumber of this 
case would be GE0 00200106001. 

If sample from the AFP/polio contact was sent for laboratory testing, epidnumber in the sample lab. 
form would be GE0 002 (Adjara region, 001 (Batumi) 06 (year) 001 (case) C (contact) 1 (# of contact); 
accordingly, the epidnumber of this contact person would be GE0 00200106001 C1. 
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List of Codes for Administrative Levels In Georgia 
Region country 

code 
region code rayon code rayon 

Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001001 Gagra 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001002 Gali 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001003 Gudauta 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001004 Gulripshi 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001005 Ochamchire 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001006 Sokhumi 
Abkhazia GEO GEO001 GEO001007 Tkvarcheli 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002001 Batumi 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002002 Keda 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002003 Khelvachauri 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002004 Khulo 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002005 Kobuleti 
Adjara GEO GEO002 GEO002006 Shuakhevi 
Guria GEO GEO003 GEO003001 Chokhatauri 
Guria GEO GEO003 GEO003002 Lanchkhuti 
Guria GEO GEO003 GEO003003 Ozurgeti 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004001 Bagdati 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004002 Chiatura 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004003 Kharagauli 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004004 Khoni 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004005 Kutaisi 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004006 Sachkhere 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004007 Samtredia 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004008 Terdjola 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004009 Tkibuli 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004010 Tskaltubo 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004011 Vani 
Imereti GEO GEO004 GEO004012 Zestaphoni 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005001 Akhmeta 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005002 Dedoplis tskaro 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005003 Gurdjaani 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005004 Kvareli 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005005 Lagodekhi 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005006 Sagaredjo 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005007 Signagi 
Kakheti GEO GEO005 GEO005008 Telavi 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006001 Bolnisi 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006002 Dmanisi 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006003 Gardabani 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006004 Marneuli 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006005 RusTavi 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006006 Tetri tskaro 
Kvemo Kartli GEO GEO006 GEO006007 Tsalka 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti GEO GEO007 GEO007001 Akhalgori 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti GEO GEO007 GEO007002 Dusheti 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti GEO GEO007 GEO007003 Kazbegi 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti GEO GEO007 GEO007004 Mtskheta 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti GEO GEO007005 Tianeti GEO007 
Racha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti GEO GEO008 GEO008001 Ambrolauri 
Racha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti GEO GEO008 GEO008002 Lentekhi 
Racha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti GEO GEO008 GEO008003 Oni 
Racha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti GEO GEO008 GEO008004 Tsageri 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009001 Abasha 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009002 Chkhorotsku 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009003 Khobi 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009004 Martvili 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009005 Mestia 
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Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009006 Poti 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009007 Senaki 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009008 Tsalendjikha 
Samegrelo – Zemo Svaneti GEO GEO009 GEO009009 Zugdidi 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010001 Adigeni 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010002 Akhalkalaki 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010003 Akhaltsikhe 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010004 Aspindza 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010005 Borjomi 
Samtskhe-Djavakheti GEO GEO010 GEO010006 Nino tsminda 

Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011001 Gori  
Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011002 Djava 
Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011003 Kareli 
Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011004 Kaspi 
Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011005 Khashuri 
Shida Kartli GEO GEO011 GEO011006 Tskhinvali 
Tbilisi GEO GEO012 GEO012000 Tbilisi 
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