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FOR 
LIFEM

AL
AR

IA Some countries are 

implementing an innovative 

three-step surveillance system 

to �nd and treat every malaria 

infection – with the ultimate 

goal of eliminating all malaria 

illnesses and deaths.

Rapid reporting
Community health workers collect data on malaria burden and 
stocks of rapid diagnostic tests and medicines. This information 
is compiled at the district level and sent weekly via cell phones 
to a centralized database, where it is used to inform planning 
and targeting of resources – and identify malaria hotspots 
to be targeted by mass test and treat campaigns. Having 
timely, robust data helps a country know exactly where 
malaria is and how best to fight it.

Active surveillance
Once an area has low malaria burden, an active surveillance 
system is put into place.  Positive malaria cases are recorded by 
health care workers or at the health center. Each case where 
transmission has occurred locally is then investigated by a team 
of health workers, who then test everyone in the household of 
the infected person, as well as in the immediate vicinity to 
ensure that transmission is contained and stopped.

Mass test & treat
Teams of community health workers and data collectors go to 
every house in communities identified as malaria hotspots, testing 
people for the disease and treating positive cases. This approach 
clears pockets of infection and finds both symptomatic and 
asymptomatic carriers of the disease. Test and treat is 
conducted in dry season, to eliminate as many malaria 
parasites as possible before the transmission season 
begins again. 
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