
 

PATH is a global organization that works to accelerate 
health equity by bringing together public institutions, 
businesses, social enterprises, and investors to solve the 
world’s most pressing health challenges. With expertise in 
science, health, economics, technology, advocacy, and 
dozens of other specialties, PATH develops and scales 
solutions—including vaccines, drugs, devices, diagnostics, 
and innovative approaches to strengthening health systems 
worldwide.   

PATH has applied its global health expertise and innovative 
approaches to the fight against tuberculosis (TB) for nearly 
20 years. Our work is driven by the knowledge that TB is the 
leading cause of death among people with infectious 
diseases each year. More men than women are diagnosed 
with and die from TB. At the same time, TB kills more 
women per year than all causes of maternal mortality 
combined. Based on both biological and social factors, men 
and women face different TB disease risks and burdens over 
the life cycle. Gender and sexual minorities experience 
particular challenges with accessing TB services.  

Identifying gender-related barriers and 
opportunities 
Identifying and addressing gender-related barriers to TB 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment is critical to program 
success. This involves examining the gender dimensions of 
TB transmission, diagnosis, and treatment in many areas 
such as those highlighted in the figure below. 
 
Figure 1. Analyzing gender-related barriers and opportunities in TB 
projects. 

 
 
Source: US Agency for International Development (USAID). (2017). ADS Chapter 
205 Integrating Gender Equality and Female Empowerment in USAID’s Program 
Cycle. 

Using gender analysis to develop 
gender-sensitive programming 
PATH explicitly integrates gender throughout the project life 
cycle and promotes the collection and use of sex-
disaggregated data that can point to potential inequities in 
TB service use. By conducting gender analysis at the 
earliest stages of project implementation, we systematically 
consider potential gender-related barriers to service access 
and use and identify opportunities to reach TB screening and 
treatment goals using gender-sensitive approaches.  

In Myanmar, PATH and its partners are 
developing gender-informed strategies to engage 
women as TB champions to improve TB 
screening and conduct training on TB and 
gender—the first project of its kind in Myanmar’s 
private sector.   

Through the Stop TB Partnership-funded TB REACH Wave 
7 (2019-2021) with a focus on the empowerment of women 
and girls, PATH has supported the Myanmar Medical 
Association and the Gender Equality Network to undertake a 
participatory gender analysis informing strategies to engage 
women in TB intelligence-augmented chest X-ray 
screenings. Key findings point to a need to increase TB 
healthcare providers’ gender awareness in TB diagnosis and 
treatment, as well as the need to develop gender-sensitive 
information and education materials targeted to men, 
reflecting in particular where and how they access digital 
health information. These and other gender analysis findings 
will be applied to activities throughout the project period. 

In Zambia, PATH developed a gender integration strategy 
for the USAID-funded Eradicate TB Project (2017-2022) that 
has informed project activities such as an assessment of 
gender imbalances and decision making gaps in district TB 
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coordination structures, the integration of a gender 
perspective in the project’s operations research activities, 
and consideration of gender-related barriers to TB control in 
the mining sector. 

In Ukraine, through the USAID-funded Serving Life Project 
(2017-2022), PATH undertook an assessment of challenges 
in delivering gender-sensitive health services to female 
prisoners, who often suffer multiple layers of social stigma 
both within and outside of prisons. This has informed 
activities with national and regional partners to advocate for 
a gender-sensitive integrated package of services and 
information on HIV, TB, and hepatitis C for detainees, 
prisoners, and ex-prisoners. 

 

Informing gender-sensitive national TB 
policies and guidelines 
In Ukraine, PATH also leads a consortium of partners on the 
USAID-funded Support TB Control Efforts in Ukraine project 
(2019-2024), focused on TB prevention and equal access to 
quality diagnostics and treatment services for all TB patients 
through innovative programming. 

In 2020, in close collaboration with civil society 
structures, including the Stop TB Partnership, PATH 
convened a roundtable focused on gender-related 
aspects of implementing a human-centered 
approach to the national TB response in Ukraine. 

Since gender-based barriers to TB service access have not 
yet been fully addressed in Ukraine’s budget and normative 
program documents underlying the national TB policy, PATH 
and partners plan to conduct a more in-depth gender 
assessment and review of national regulations on TB control 
to incorporate a gender perspective. PATH also plans to 

facilitate joint gender integrating activities with the 
Government Commissioner on Gender Equity Policy and 
Inter-factional Association Parliamentary platform for 
combating TB, as well as civil society initiatives.  

Capacity strengthening for gender-sensitive 
TB service delivery  
Gender equitable TB service delivery means finding ways to 
address existing barriers across the TB diagnosis and care 
cascade. Through the Eradicate TB Project in Zambia, 
PATH developed a gender module for Zambia’s national TB 
training curriculum for healthcare workers, emphasizing that 
TB impacts men and women in different ways. The training 
module introduces healthcare providers to gender concepts 
and gender-sensitive approaches to successful TB service 
delivery, including guidance on gender-based TB stigma and 
discrimination, and how to address gender-related barriers to 
TB case detection and treatment support.   

One of the TB REACH Wave 7 project activities in Myanmar 
is to train healthcare workers on gender-sensitive screening 
and treatment practices. In September 2020, PATH and the 
Myanmar Medical Association organized a virtual training on 
TB and gender for staff of the Local Resource Center, a 
network of civil society organizations which, together with the 
Gender Equality Network, promotes holistic community 
development and leads women’s engagement and gender 
mainstreaming activities. Discussions highlighted the 
project’s participatory gender analysis findings about TB 
knowledge and perceptions, TB during pregnancy, TB-
related stigma and discrimination, and gender-based 
differences in TB health-seeking behaviors. 

In Vietnam and Kenya, PATH supports efforts to ensure 
access to TB screening, treatment, and prevention among 
key populations newly diagnosed with HIV, including men 
who have sex with men and transgender populations, 
through key population-led service delivery.  

Join us 

PATH is committed to eliminating TB as a public health 
problem and to grounding our work on gender-informed 
approaches. For more information, please contact Elizabeth 
Rowley, erowley@path.org. Visit us online at 
www.path.org/tuberculosis/.   
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