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Introduction 

The following is a compilation of key references and resources to aid program planners in 
the introduction of oxytocin in the Uniject1 prefill injection device. 
 
Policy Documents 

International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) and International Federation of 
Gynaecology and Obstetrics (FIGO). Joint Statement: Management of the Third Stage of 
Labor to Prevent Postpartum Hemorrhage. 2004. 
http://pphprevention.org/files/ICM_FIGO_Joint_Statement.pdf. Accessed September 15, 
2008. 

International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) and International Federation of 
Gynaecology and Obstetrics (FIGO). Prevention and Treatment of Postpartum 
Hemorrhage: New Advances for Low Resource Settings: Joint Statement. 2006. 
http://pphprevention.org/files/FIGO-ICM_Statement_November2006_Final.pdf. 
Accessed September 15, 2008. 

World Health Organization (WHO). WHO Recommendations on the Prevention of 
Postpartum Hemorrhage: A Summary of the Results from a WHO Consultation. 2006. 
http://pphprevention.org/files/who_summaryofOct.2006techconsult.pdf. Accessed 
September 15, 2008. 

World Health Organization (WHO). Managing Complications in Pregnancy and 
Childbirth: A Guide for Midwives and Doctors. WHO: Geneva, 2003. 
http://www.who.int/reproductive-
health/impac/Symptoms/Vaginal_bleeding_after_S25_S34.html. Accessed September 15, 
2008.  

Active Management of the Third Stage of Labor 

Prendiville WJ, Harding JE, Elbourne DR, et al. The Bristol third stage trial: active 
versus physiological management of the third stage of labour. British Medical Journal. 
1988;297:1295–1300. 
http://pphprevention.org/files/Prendivilleetal_BristolThirdStageTrial.pdf. Accessed 
September 15, 2008. 

Prendiville WJ, Elbourne D, McDonald S. Active versus expectant management in the 
third stage of labour (Cochrane Review). In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 1, 2003. 
Oxford: Update Software. http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/en/ab000007.html. Accessed 
September 15, 2008. 

Rogers J, Wood J, McCandlish R, Ayers S, Truesdale A, Elbourne D. Active versus 
expectant management of third stage of labour: the Hinchingbrooke randomized 
controlled trial. Lancet. 1998;351:693-699. 
                                                 
1 Uniject is a registered trademark of BD. 
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http://pphprevention.org/files/Rogersetal_HinchingbrookeRandomizedTrial.pdf. 
Accessed September 15, 2008. 

Tsu VD, Levin C, Tran MPT, et al. Cost-effectiveness analysis of active management of 
third-stage labor in Vietnam. Health Policy and Planning. 2009; 1–7. 

Oxytocin and Postpartum Hemorrhage Prevention 

Elbourne DR, Prendiville WJ, Carroli G, et al. Prophylactic use of oxytocin in the third 
stage of labour (Cochrane Review). In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 3, 2004. Oxford: 
Update Software. 

Cotter A, Ness A, Tolosa J. Prophylactic oxytocin for the third stage of labour. Cochrane 
Database of Systematic Reviews 2001, Issue 4. Art. No.: CD001808. DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.CD001808. http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/en/ab001808.html. 
Accessed September 15, 2008. 

Gulmezoglu AM, Forna F, Villar J, et al. Prostaglandins for prevention of postpartum 
haemorrhage. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. 2006, Issue 4. 

Management Sciences for Health (MSH). Oxytocin in Active Management of the Third 
Stage of Labor. 
http://pphprevention.org/files/OxytocininAMSTLflyer_03.29.06_Final_000.pdf.pdf. 
Accessed September 15, 2008. 

McDonald SJ, Prendiville WJ, Blaie E. Randomized controlled trial of oxytocin alone 
versus oxytocin and ergometrine in active management of third stage of labor. British 
Medical Journal. 1993; 307(6913):1167–1171. 

Sorbe B. Active pharmacologic management of the third stage of labor. A comparison of 
oxytocin and ergometrine. Obstetrics & Gynecology. 1978;52:694-7. 

Oxytocin in Uniject  

Reproductive Health Department (Ministry of Health, Viet Nam), PATH. Reducing 
Postpartum Hemorrhage in Thanh Hoa, Viet Nam: Assessing the Role of Active 
Management of Third Stage of Labor and of Oxytocin in Ampoules and Uniject Devices. 
Research report. Seattle: PATH, March 2005. 

Strand RT, Da Silva F, Jangsten E, et al. Postpartum hemorrhage: A prospective, 
comparative study in Angola using a new disposable device for oxytocin administration. 
Acta Obstetricia et Gynecologica Scandinavica. 2005;84(3):260–265. 

Tsu VD, Luu HTT, Mai TTP. Does a novel prefilled injection device make postpartum 
oxytocin easier to administer? Results from midwives in Vietnam. Midwifery. 
2009;25:461–465 
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Tsu VD, Sutanto A, Vaidya K, et al. Oxytocin in prefilled Uniject injection devices for 
managing third-stage labor in Indonesia. International Journal of Gynaecology and 
Obstetrics. 2003;83(1):103–111. 

Vaccines, Prostaglandins, and Contraceptives in Uniject 

Abdel-Aleem H, Abol-Oyoun EM, Moustafa SA, et al. Carboprost trometamol in the 
management of the third stage of labor. International Journal of Gynaecology and 
Obstetrics. 1993;42:247–250. 

Bahamondes L, Marchi NM, Cristofoletti ML, et al. Uniject as a delivery system for the 
once-a-month injectable contraceptive Cyclofem in Brazil. Contraception. 1996;53:115–
119. 

Bahamondes L, Marchi NM, Nakagava HM, et al. Self-administration with Uniject of the 
once-a-month injectable contraceptive Cyclofem. Contraception. 1997;56:301–304. 

d’Alois LA, Sanogo B, Millogo J, et al. Impact of Delivery Technologies on Increased 
Access. TT-Uniject report, Mali. BASICS-II, 2004. 

Durga Devi E, Jayaram K. Management of Third Stage of Labour with Prostodin in High 
Risk Patients. Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Guntur Medical College, India 
(unpublished). 

Fleming J, Wittet S. Introducing TT Uniject in Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus 
Elimination: A Guide for Program Planners. Seattle: PATH; 2003. 

Nelson C, Widjay A, Wittet S. Using Uniject to Increase the Safety and Effectiveness of 
Hepatitis B Immunization. Seattle: PATH; 2002. 

Nelson C, Wibisono H, Purwanto H, et al. Hepatitis B vaccine freezing in the Indonesian 
cold chain: evidence and solutions. Bulletin of the World Health Organization. 
2004;82(2):99–105. 

Otto BF, Suarnawa IM, Stewart T, et al. At-birth immunisation against hepatitis B using a 
novel pre-filled immunisation device stored outside the cold chain. Vaccine. 
2000;18:498–502. 

Quiroga R, Halkyer P, Fernando G, et al. A prefilled injection device for outreach tetanus 
immunization by Bolivian traditional birth attendants. Pan American Journal of Public 
Health. 1998;4(1):20–25. 

Sutanto A, Suarnawa IM, Nelson CM, et al. Home delivery of heat-stable vaccines in 
Indonesia: outreach immunization with a prefilled, single-use injection device. Bulletin of 
the World Health Organization. 1999;77(2):119–126. 
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Technical Documents on Uniject 

PATH. Innovative Solutions Saving Mothers’ Lives: Oxytocin in the Uniject™ device. 
2008. http://www.path.org/publications/details.php?i=1594. Accessed September 15, 
2008. 

PATH. Using a Time Temperature Indicator with Oxytocin in Uniject. 
http://www.pphprevention.org/files/TTIWebAnnouncement_002.pdf. 2008. Accessed 
September 15, 2008. 

PATH. HealthTech Historical Profile: The Uniject Device. June 2005 
http://www.path.org/publications/details.php?i=1137. Accessed September 15, 2008. 

PATH. Introducing TT Uniject in Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus Elimination. 2003 
http://www.path.org/publications/details.php?i=912. Accessed September 15, 2008. 

PATH. Gentamicin in Uniject™ (2008). 
http://www.path.org/publications/details.php?i=1235. Accessed September 15, 2008. 


