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Overall Aim

Estimate the clinical and economic impact of prenatal 
syphilis screening with the rapid plasma reagin (RPR) 
test and the immunochromatographic strip (ICS) test 
in low-resource settings.

Background

Mozambique

 
national policy.

Problems in current system:

Bolivia

a routine test.

Country-Specific Objectives

Mozambique

prenatal syphilis screening with the RPR test and 
the standard diagnostic ICS test in clinics with 

standard diagnostic ICS test in clinics without 

Bolivia

to perform traditional syphilis tests.

General Methods

 
health outcomes.

Cost Methodology

Rapid assessment of costs:

� Collected data on resource use  

Cost Categories

Direct costs:

Recurrent costs for: 

� Supplies for syphilis screening and treatment 
using the RPR and ICS tests.

Capital costs for equipment:

Syphilis Testing and Treatment Data for 

Mozambique and Bolivia

Cost Outcomes of Rapid Syphilis 

Screening in Facilities With and Without 

Laboratories in Mozambique and Bolivia

Summary of Findings

General

 

treatment per woman primarily due to training costs 
of introducing a new diagnostic tool.

Mozambique

screening in health care settings with and without 

Bolivia

 

antenatal care. 

hospital for additional antenatal tests anyway.

hospital settings.

per woman screened. 

Results

Number tested Number testing positive
Number treated with 

at least one dose of 
penicillin

Mozambique

Bolivia

Mozambique Bolivia

Indicators %
Average costs

US$
%

Average costs
US$

Clinics with laboratories

RPR women screened

ICS women screened

Clinics without laboratories

ICS women screened

n/a n/a


